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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, everybody knows that mercury is a
toxic substance. If it is spilled on the
ground, they evacuate the area and
they bring in the fire department and
they clean it up with all kinds of para-
phernalia to protect the citizens and
the firemen that are working on it, and
yet it is injected into our children’s
bodies in our vaccinations, and in the
Homeland Security bill this year they
eliminated the possibility of the fami-
lies who have been damaged and the
children who have been damaged by the
mercury in these vaccines from having
any chance to get restitution from the
pharmaceutical companies or from the
Vaccine Injury Compensation Fund.
That is criminal. It needs to be
changed.

We have the fastest growing epidemic
in America and the parents have no-
where to go, and it is caused in large
part by the mercury in the vaccines.
This is just tragic. We need to correct
that in the technical corrections bill
very, very quickly so these parents
have some recourse. They are mort-
gaging their homes. They are going
bankrupt trying to take care of these
children. One in 10,000 children used to
be autistic. Now it is one in 180. It is an
absolute epidemic and this government
prohibited the families from finding a
way to take care of their children, and
these kids are going to grow up. These
kids are going to grow up, and they are
going to be a burden on society unless
we do something about it now.

And in addition Mr. Speaker, I just
found out that the vaccines that we are
giving to our military personnel who
are over in the Persian Gulf who may
be going to war with Iraq, they are
being vaccinated with vaccines that
contain mercury as well.

We need to get mercury out of all
vaccines and we need to make abso-
lutely sure that the parents who have
damaged children have some course to
get restitution this government should
not block. It is criminal.

————
PRESIDENT’S STIMULUS PACKAGE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to say how disappointed I was
with the President’s so-called eco-
nomic stimulus package that was an-
nounced yesterday. First of all, there is
no immediate jumpstart to the econ-
omy, and this is just more of the same:
Tax breaks essentially to the wealthy,
to corporate interests, and very little
that means anything for the average
American.

Mr. Speaker, we have a tremendous
problem with an economic downturn.
We have more and more people who
have lost their jobs. This is not the
time to continue the same failed eco-
nomic policies. The Democrats have
talked about basically giving money
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back to consumers in the form of a re-
bate. We have talked about extending
unemployment compensation for at
least 26 weeks. In addition to that, our
plan is a real economic stimulus. It
gets the economy going again and does
not basically put together long-term
deficits.

If you listen to what the President
and the Republicans have been pro-
posing, it is just going to put the econ-
omy and the Federal Government into
debt even greater, as much as $2 tril-
lion perhaps over the next 10 years.
Why do we continue with the same
failed Republican policies? Let us do
something that gets people back to
work, that creates jobs, that gives
some money back to the States be-
cause the States have so many prob-
lems now with their own deficits. The
Federal Government has to do some-
thing now that is going to make a dif-
ference for the average American, and
that is not what we are hearing from
the Bush administration. We are just
hearing the same thing about giving
more tax breaks, eliminating dividends
with regard to stocks. These things are
not going to do anything in the next
year to actually help the American
people. In fact, I am very fearful that
there is a potential that the economic
situation even gets worse unless we get
together on a bipartisan basis.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The Chair has a statement
about the length of electronic votes.

Clause 4 of rule XX says that Mem-
bers shall have at least 15 minutes to
respond on an ordinary recorded vote
or quorum call. But with the coopera-
tion of Members, it is possible to com-
plete a vote in that time.

The Chair believes that closing votes
as soon as possible after the guaran-
teed minimum time should be the reg-
ular practice. The Chair is certain that
votes can be shortened if Members sim-
ply resolve to head to the Chamber as
soon as they are notified by the bell
and light signal. The Chair will remind
Members when two minutes remain on
the clock.

The goal of completing votes in as
close to the minimum time as possible
is even more reasonable in the case of
a b-minute vote because every 5-minute
vote necessarily follows another elec-
tronic vote and it is always preceded
by an announcement from the Chair
and a distinctive bell and light signal.

Each occupant of the Chair will have
the full support of the Speaker in striv-
ing to close each electronic vote at the
earliest opportunity. Members should
not rely on signals relayed from out-
side the Chamber to assume that votes
will be held open until they arrive in
the Chamber.

January 8, 2003

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF 8. 23, EXTENSION OF TEM-
PORARY EXTENDED UNEMPLOY-
MENT COMPENSATION ACT OF
2002

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 14 and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 14

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the bill (S. 23) to provide for a 5-
month extension of the Temporary Extended
Unemployment Compensation Act of 2002
and for a transition period for individuals re-
ceiving compensation when the program
under such Act ends. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read for amendment. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate on the
bill equally divided and controlled by Rep-
resentative Thomas of California and Rep-
resentative Rangel of New York; and (2) one
motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. The allocations referred to in sec-
tion 3(a)(4)(B)(i) of House Resolution 5 may
be submitted by Representative Nussle of
Iowa.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

The rule provides for 1 hour of debate
and waives all points of order against
consideration of the bill. As we begin
the 108th Congress I would like to point
out that we intend to continue the
courtesy that we began when the Re-
publicans became the majority. This
rule allows us to continue in the tradi-
tion of extending the minority party
an opportunity to offer a motion to re-
commit.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before us
today allows us to debate and consider
a most important measure, S-23, which
provides for a 5-month extension of the
Temporary Extended Unemployment
Compensation Act of 2002. Last Con-
gress we passed the Job Creation and
Worker Assistance Act of 2002, which
became Public Law 107-147. This eco-
nomic stimulus bill includes a tem-
porary extension of unemployment
compensation and provides for the tem-
porary extended unemployment com-
pensation program.
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This program provided up to 13 addi-
tional weeks of federally funded bene-
fits for unemployed workers in all
States. Benefits were payable to quali-
fied workers through December 28, 2002.
Though several attempts were made,
and language extending this program
was passed by the House, the 107th Con-
gress unfortunately adjourned without
having passed an extension.
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